
To: Engelman, Alexa[ENGELMAN.ALEXA@EPA.GOV]; Moffatt, Brett[Moffatt.Brett@epa.gov]; 
McWhirter, Lisa[McWhirter.Lisa@epa.gov]; 
Shari.Ring@cadmusgroup.com[Shari.Ring@cadmusgroup.com]; Anna 
Weber[Anna.Weber@cadmusgroup.com] 
Cc: Michele Dermer[micheledermer@yahoo.com] 
From: Dermer, Michele 
Sent: Fri 3/25/2016 4:45:22 PM 
Subject: FW: FYI: Environmentalists ask EPA to reexamine permitting of oil wastewater injections 
(Bakersfield Californian) 

From: Rao, Kate 
Sent: Friday, March 25,2016 9:10AM 
To: Montgomery, Michael <Montgomery.Michael@epa.gov>; Albright, David 
<Albright.David@epa.gov>; Dermer, Michele <Dermer.Michele@epa.gov>; Coffman, Joel 
<Coffman.Joel@epa.gov>; Robin, George <Robin.George@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI: Environmentalists ask EPA to reexamine permitting of oil wastewater injections 
(Bakersfield Californian) 

Mar 2016 6:13PM- 1 hour ago 

A coalition of environmental groups has renewed pressure on a vital Kern oil field 
the U.S. Environmental Protection this week to halt or 

from Safe Water Act 

If 
Action and other 
well stimulation 

by the Natural Resources Defense 
more areas off-limits to oil field waste 

both of which are common 
and a kind of 

conditions in the West. 

that any 
" CWA's national oil and 
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John said in a news release. "Yet the program has 
EPA needs to water first." 

The EPA has issued some 
said 96 of those issued were for the 

with oil and gas. 

The , in addition to the federal 

1,100 of them in California. This week's n<>1r•t•rm 

of the fluid that comes up 

process, 
seeks an immediate moratorium on any new or as well as a full review of "'v''"'TII'',..., 

to determine whether the associated contain water that could be used for 

Such a moratorium would have a say 
for 56 new after ordered the closure of 54 

since mid-2014. Some of the wells were not in 

well closures were 
that the state had erred in 

the Safe Water Act. 

ANTI-OIL ACTIVISTS' 'TRUE MOTIVES' 

California's oil 

work contaminated water. 

oil 

process as unnecessary. It notes the 
wastewater is into the same formation where it and that any 
such water is undrinkable by virtue of its with oil. 

Petroleum Association trade group, said wastewater 

"Without 

"This 

Andrew 

favorable way of of water. 

California oil would our state 
from countries that don't have the extensive environmental 

that we " Zierman said by email. 

unlocks the true motives of anti-oil activists who believe the 
"he added. 

oil wastewater is better than a 
manager at Clean Water 

it into an unlined 

in 

oil 

The idea that any should be ov<>mr"'\t 

the formation may have been affected. He said careful 
said, because not all 

is needed to determine whether an 
contained water to start with or was tainted by 

While it is 
the EPA 
save them." 

the agency will overturn all 
may be restored in areas not 

***************************************************** 
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Kate Rao 
Drinking Water Protection Section (WTR 3-2) 
USEPA Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St., San Francisco, CA 94105 
tel: (415) 972-3533 I fax: (415) 94 7-3549 
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